XIV. Faceto Face
with a Town Officia AC

WHAT?

Students will participate in a guest speaker presentation, job shadowing program, or a career fair
where city officials explain their job responsibilities and duties.

WHY?

 To explain the changesin the types of jobs and occupations that have resulted from the
urbanization of Texas

* To describe the structure and functions of government at municipa, county, and stete levels

 To analyze the economic impact of the free enterprise system in loca, national, and internationa
markets

» To analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships,
making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions

 To use aproblem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider (¥
options, consider advantages/disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evauate the
effectiveness of the solution

 To use adecision-making process to identify a Situation that requires a decision, gather
information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement adecision
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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills addressed in this lesson:
Geography:
» Undergtand the location and characterigtics of places and regions of Texas

 Understand the effects of the interaction between humans and the environment in Texas
Economic:

» Undergtand the factors that caused Texas to change from an agrarian to an urban society

 Undergtand the interdependence of the Texas economy with the United States and the world
Government:

 Understand the basic principles reflected in the Texas Congtitution

* Understand the structure and functions of government crested by the Texas Constitution
Citizenship:

 Understand the rights and responsibilities of Texas citizens

 Understand the importance of the expression of different points of view in ademocratic society
Social Sudies Sqills:

 Apply criticd-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from avariety of sources

including eectronic technology
Communicate in written, oral, and visual form

* Uses prablem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a
variety of settings

TAAS
» Objective 1: Civic Vaues and Responghilities
» Objective 2: Economic Influenceson U. S. History
» Objective 3: Political Influenceson U. S. History
» Objective 8: Critica-Thinking Skills




Our Town Texas * Activity XIV — continued

How?
Suggestions for the best use of guest speakers with your students.

1. Do not be shy! City officialswill probably jump at the chance to meet with your students. Your students will look
forward to the chance to meet area government official, some because they think they are getting out of “real” work,
but most of them because they are having arare and important chance to learn firsthand about a subject.

2. Besureto notify your principal that you plan to invite or have dready invited aguest. If you fed it would be wise,
send out notices to parents in advance of the speaker’s arriva to let them know of the upcoming lesson.

3. Do not let your principa or afellow teacher convince you that you need to have your guest address the whole school in
an assembly. Your students will benefit most from one-on-one time with the official. They will get afed for the person
and the job, and will have a chance to get their individua questions answered. They will be lesslikely to missthe
points of the tak if they are in the familiar classroom environment under your watchful eye.

4. Always prepare your guest speaker before he or she arrives. When making the appointment, tell the guest the kinds of
lessons you have been conducting and then follow up your conversation with a letter listing the main concepts you
have covered with your students. If there have been controversia subjects that have arisen in discussions, or if there are
questions you did not fed confident about answering, let the guest know in advance. The American Bar Association
offers hints for attorneys who are guest speakers. Your visitors may find thisto be helpful to them, too, especidly if
you send it before their vist!

5. Choose the timing of the guest’s visit to come towards the end of your unit on city government. It is awaste of the
guest’stime to give students the basics of city government. After they know something of the workings of their
municipality, have the guest come to answer higher level questions.

6. Make students responsible for how the class goes.

e Have each student write down three questions they have for the speaker. Collect their questions in advance of the
visit, make encouraging notes to students about their questions, and then return student question sheets on the day
of the spesker’svisit. By doing this, al studentswill have something written down that they can ask, and the
guestions do not have to be dominated by vocal members of the class. Also, each student will have astake in
listening to the speaker and having his or her own unique concerns addressed.

e Have each student make a paper name plate giving his or her first name, and have students place these on their
desksin aclearly visible spot. This helps your guest fed alittle more in touch with the students, dlows him or her
to customize answers and refer specifically to points made by students, and helps nervous speakers remember that
thisisagroup of middle school individuals, not a sea of anonymous teenagers.

e Asdgn greeters to meet the speaker in the office.

» If theclassmeets around lunch time, select interested students to take him or her to the cafeteriafor lunch.

7. Betherein the classroom the whole time your speaker isthere. Of courseit istempting to leave for afew minutes
since another adult is with your class. But that other adult is not used to working with students and may well be
intimidated by them. Besides, if you stay, you will be able to take notes and follow up on key points made by the

speaker.

8. Encourage speskersto bring visua aids, pamphlets, business cards, sample documents (affidavits, voter registration
cards, ordinances, and the like). Discourage speakers from showing films. This cutsinto your guest speaker’stime
interacting with your students, which is the whole point of having the speaker come. Ask the speaker to solicit
guestions and input from students, and role play if possible.

9. Encourage students to write substantive thank-you notes to the speaker.

Follow-Up Possibilities: students may be able to participate in ajob shadowing or career connection
program during the summer. These opportunities will allow students to get real experiences with city government
and the jobs available.

Evaluation: written thank-you notes to the speaker.



